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The Week Ahead

Sunday, December 20
Sunday Mass, Pro Populo, The forth Sunday of  Advent
8:30 am, Mass, Church
10:30 am Mass, Church

Monday, December 21
9:30 am Daily Mass, Church (Niolito Subaran, RIP)

Tuesday, December 22
No Morning Mass

Wednesday, December 23
5:00 pm Confessions, Church
6:30 pm Daily Mass, Church (Catalina Hilo, RIP)
7:00 pm Faith Matters, Church

Thursday, December 24 Christmas Eve
Parish Offi ce Closed
9:30 am Daily Mass, Church (Rick Millado, RIP)
6:30 pm Christmas Vigil Mass
12 Midnight Christmas Mass at Midnight

Friday, December 25 The Nativity of  the Lord
Parish Offi ce Closed
8:30 am Christmas Mass at Dawn
10:30 am Christmas Day Mass

Saturday, December 26
No Morning Mass
No Confessions

Sunday, December 27
Sunday Mass, Pro Populo, The Feast of  the Holy Family
8:30 am, Mass, Church
9:30 am, Community Rosary, Affi rmation of  Life Memorial
10:30 am Mass, Church

Stewardship as of  December 13, 2020 for 
Fiscal Year July, 2020-June, 2021:

Weekly amount needed: $17,310
Last Week Collection: $16,695
Year to date needed: $415,440
Actual given year to date: $357,790
Difference: (57,650)
Online Giving:
Total givers: 98
Amount given online: $8,625



From the desk of  the pastor

Why Do Catholics Do That?
+ JMJ +

December 20, 2020

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be opened and 
bring forth a Savior. Cf. Is 45: 8

December 17th marks the 
beginning of  the week 
before Christmas. Each 
day is punctuated by the 
O Antiphons. These 
antiphons are used at Mass 
as the Alleluia verse and 
in Evening Prayer as the 
antiphon before the Canticle 
of  Mary. Their name refers to how each 
antiphon begins.

An acrostic (in the Latin) is hidden in these 
seven antiphons - the phrase Ero Cras (from 
the first letter of  each antiphon, starting from 
the last) - meaning ‘Tomorrow, I will come’.

The feast of  Saint Stephen the Martyr 
(December 26), the first martyr after 
Christ’s death and resurrection, may seem 
incongruously placed after Christmas day. 
We go from the joy of  Christ’s birth to the 
apparent sorrow of  the death of  a saint.

Saint Stephen wouldn’t see it that way, 
however. He joyfully 
testified to the Son of  
Man & the glory of  God.

May we likewise proclaim 
what we hear in these 
coming celebrations. 

Saint Stephen, pray for us!

“Do not be afraid, Mary” 

When angels make themselves known to us, 
some variation of  this reassurance is almost 
always offered - that it is not necessary to be 
fearful, that the (arch)angels are not there to 
exact God’s justice but to convey His goodness.

And who can blame us for our reaction? Angels 
are not like us - not only because they are 
spiritual beings but because of  their closeness 
to God, their unity with the Creator of  all. It 

would be like being 
approached by solar 
flare with a message 
from the sun - who 
wouldn’t worry about 
being burned in the 
conversation alone?

So we are offered reassurance: do not be afraid! 
Moreover, we are told that the Son desires to 
become one with us, taking on our nature so as 
to strengthen it against ever being burnt again. 
We can be joined to God and not die.

Dare we hope for such a gift? We’re not angels. 
We know our own sinfulness - we know that 
that sin is completely incompatible with God’s 
goodness. And yet. And yet! There is a promise 
being offered of  purification and unity beyond 
our wildest hopes.

Lord, help us to not be afraid, help us to trust 
in Your goodness. Help us like Mary to allow 
the work of  the Lord be done in us.

- Father Jacob Maurer



From the desk of  the pastor

Why Do Catholics Do That?
+ JMJ +

- Father Jacob Maurer

December 20, 2020

Dear friends,

Having confirmed the safety of  vaccines 
last week, we move to the question of  the 
morality of  taking vaccines - particularly 
those that have ties to fetal stem cells 
obtained from abortion. Again we find 
that the Church upholds our freedom to 
use these vaccines without fear that we are 
cooperating in or supporting voluntary abortion. In short, we may use these vaccines.

Even as the Church testifies to this freedom - and in fact, affirms our moral responsibility to 
take vaccines for the safety of  those around us - we are reminded that “there remains a moral 
duty to continue to fight and to employ every lawful means in order to make life difficult for the 
pharmaceutical industries which act unscrupulously and unethically” (Moral Reflections on Vaccines 
Prepared from Cells Derived from Aborted Human Fetuses). As Christians we carry a grave responsibility 
to call for an end to the use of  the fetal stem cell lines obtained from voluntary abortions.

We find the key to why we may use these vaccines in the Church’s teaching in Moral Reflections on 
Vaccines Prepared from Cells Derived from Aborted Human Fetuses in the section titled ‘The Principle of  
Licit Cooperation in Evil’. We are reminded that using these vaccines constitutes remote (far away 
or long ago) mediate (many steps separated) material (not sharing the evil intent) cooperation. As 
such, using vaccines is morally permissible without fear that we are voluntarily supporting evil.

As we renew our commitment to promoting the good of  human life, may we ask the Lord to give 
us the courage and fortitude to call for greater respect for life in all areas of  society and science.
										          - Father Maurer

“The technical characteristics of  the production of  the 
vaccines most commonly used in childhood lead us to 
exclude that there is a morally relevant cooperation between 
those who use these vaccines today and the practice of  
voluntary abortion. Hence, we believe that all clinically 
recommended vaccinations can be used with a clear 
conscience and that the use of  such vaccines does not 
signify some sort of  cooperation with voluntary abortion.”

- Note on Italian vaccine issue, Pontifical Academy for Life

Reference documents
Dignitatis Personae (On Certain Bioethical Questions), Congregation for the Doctrine of  Faith, 
2008 - https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_
doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html

Moral Reflections on Vaccines Prepared from Cells Derived from Aborted Human Fetuses, 
Pontifical Academy for Life, 2005 https://www.pdcnet.org/C1257D43006C9AB1/file/
B3945E0E17A0025085257D94004A597D/$FILE/ncbq_2006_0006_0003_0145_0154.pdf

Note on Italian vaccine issue, Pontifical Academy for Life, 2017 http://www.academyforlife.va/
content/pav/en/the-academy/activity-academy/note-vaccini.html
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Fold in half & cut along the line for 
two double-sided prayer cards
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 Mass Schedule for the Christmas Season 

 
 

Thursday, December 24th  – Christmas Eve 

Christmas Vigil Mass:  6:30 p.m. (no incense) 
Christmas Mass at Midnight:  12:00 a.m. (no incense) 

 

Friday, December 25th  – Christmas Day 
Christmas Mass at Dawn:  8:30 a.m. (no incense) 

Christmas Day Mass:  10:30 a.m. (no incense) 
 

Feast of  the Holy Family 
Sunday, December 27th Masses:  8:30 a.m. (no incense) 10:30 a.m. (no incense) 

 

Solemnity of  Mary, Mother of  God 
Thursday, December 31st Vigil Mass: 5:00 p.m. (no incense) (no 9:30 a.m. Mass)  

Friday, January 1st Mass:  10:30 a.m. (no incense) 
 

Solemnity of  the Epiphany of  the Lord 
Sunday, January 3rd Masses: 8:30 a.m. (no incense) 10:30 a.m. (no incense) 



 parish EVENTS & NEWS

Daily Mass & Confessions Cancelations
 † Daily Mass at 9:30 am is canceled Saturday, Decem-

ber 26 and confessions are canceled as well
 † Daily Mass at 9:30 am is canceled Monday, Decem-

ber 28
 † Daily Mass at 6:30 pm is canceled Wednesday, De-

cember 30 and confessions are canceled as well
 † Daily Mass at 9:30 am is canceled Thursday, Decem-

ber 31

2020 St. Mark Parish Giving Tree
Thank you St. Mark parish!
It wasn’t nearly as much fun as choosing a star from 
the tree and then going shopping but your support of  
our Giving Tree partners (the Carmelite sisters, Regina 
House, Park Ridge, Next Step Pregnancy Center and 
more) was truly generous and so very appreciated.

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of  the least of  these 
brothers and sisters, you did for me.”

The Solemnity of  Mary, Mother of  God
We will have a vigil Mass for the Solemnity of  Mary, 
Mother of  God on Thursday, December 31 at 5:00 
pm.

Mass the day of  the solemnity will be Friday, January 1 
at 10:30 am.

The solemnity is a celebration of  Mary’s motherhood of  
Jesus. The title “Mother of  God” is a western derivation 
from the Greek Theotokos which means “God-bearer”. 
On this day we are reminded of  the role that the Blessed 
Virgin played in the plan of  our salvation.

Refl ection
“Today, may there be peace within you. May you trust God. 
You are exactly where you are meant to be. May you not forget 
the infi nite possibilities that are born of  faith. May you use the 
gifts that you have received and pass on the love that has been 
given to you. May you be content knowing you are a child of  
God. Let this presence settle into your bones and allow your soul 
the freedom to sing, dance, praise, and love. It is there for each 
and every one of  us.”                        ~Saint Theresa

Thank You St. Mark Parish From Our 
Knights of  Columbus 
Our St. Mark Knights of  Columbus would like to thank 
all parishioners who supported the recent pro-life fund 
drive. Through your generosity they will donate $1,000 
to Two Hearts Pregnancy Aid Center in Everett. Two 
Hearts has provided immediate and confi dential help, 
hope and support to women who are, or think they may 
be, pregnant since 1971. Please fi nd more about the mis-
sion of  Two Hearts at www.twoheartswa.org.

Catholic Radio & Television
Sacred Heart Radio, 100.3 FM and 1050 AM broadcasts 
the Mass daily at 5:00 am and again at 9:00 am. Many 
interesting programs and call-in shows all day can help us 
be more engaged with our Catholic faith. The complete 
schedule is available at www.sacredheartradio.org.

EWTN is Catholic television faithful to the teachings of  
the Church and can be found on your cable or satellite 
service provider or at www.ewtn.com. 

Archdiocese Website Resources
Have you explored the website of  the Archdiocese of  
Seattle lately? Go to the Home page at www.seattleach-
diocese.org  and read Archbishop Etienne’s most recent 
newsletter, then try clicking on Liturgy. From that tab you 
can fi nd the USCCB daily readings, an excellent FAQ’s 
page which covers everything from when we should 
stand or kneel during Mass to the norms governing the 
use of  candles in the liturgy and there’s much more to 
explore!

Parish Prayer Intentions

For the ill...

Maxine Dion, Myron Miller, Betty Jean Scott,
Jim & Virginia Helbling, Mary Wittinger

For the deceased...

Margaret Gibson

Hugh Murphy

December 20, 2020                                                                                                                                                 Parish Events & News
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St. Mark Parish Faith Matters Program
Faith Matters will return Wednesday, January 6, 2021 at 
7:00 pm (following the 6:30 Mass). Our topic will be The 
Epiphany. Everyone is welcome, please join us! Contact 
Kirk Altenhofen in the parish offi ce with any questions.

Monthly Community Rosary at the 
Affi rmation of Life Memorial
This month our community Rosary opportunity will be 
on the Feast of the Holy Family, Sunday, December 27 
after the 8:30 am Mass at the Affi rmation of Life 
Memorial. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to at-
tend (face coverings are required) this event is hosted by 
our Knights of Columbus and Respect Life. 

Sisters Against Human Traffi cking
Sisters Against Human Traffi cking is a collaboration of  
over 100 congregations of  Catholic sisters dedicated 
to offering education, supporting survivor services and 
engaging in advocacy to eradicate modern-day slavery. 
They work to inform the public, prevent the assault on 
human dignity and assist survivors to live fulfi lling lives 
while striving toward a world without slavery. 
Their core values include: belief  in the inherent dignity 
of  each human being; commitment to those who are 
poor and vulnerable; establishment of  right relationships 
to promote the common good; defense of  the basic 
rights of  workers; solidarity with one another and the 
willingness to enter into another’s joys and sorrows. 
The sisters invite us to share these values and join 
them in their work. For more information please go to 
https://sistersagainsttraffi cking.org/about/

St. Mark St. Vincent de Paul Society
St. Vincent de Paul wants to thank St. Mark parish for 
the generous support of  the Christmas basket program 
of  2020. Our St. Vincent de Paul society delivered over 
70 packages of  food using the services of  our North 
City Safeway grocery store. Your generosity helped our 
neighbors in need during a special season that is magni-
fi ed by the challenges of  the pandemic. 

Your local conference of  the St. Vincent de Paul Society wishes you 
and your families a blessed and holy Christmas.

Parish Offi ce Will Be Closed 
The parish offi ce will be closed from Thursday, Decem-
ber 24 until Monday, January 4. We wish you a joyous 
Christmas as we celebrate the Nativity of  the Lord and 
we hope you spend quality time with those you love, 
even if  it has to be virtually.

Nine Days For Life This January
At every stage and in every circumstance we are held in 
existence by God’s love. The presence of  an illness, dis-
ability or other challenging situation never diminishes the 
value of  a human life. God does not call us to perfec-
tion of  appearance or abilities but to perfection in love. 
Christ invites us to embrace our own lives and the lives 
of  others as true gifts. 

Nine Days for the Protection of  Life is a novena 
beginning on January 21. Each day will be accompa-
nied by a short refl ection and suggested actions to help 
build a culture of  life. For more information, and to get 
involved, please visit https://pro-life-activities.lpages.
co/9-days-for-life-2021-english/

The 2021 Calendars Have Arrived
The 2021 calendars have arrived courtesy of  Beck’s 
Tribute Center.
They are available in the parish offi ce Monday-Thursday 
from 8:30 am until 4:00 pm; except when the offi ce is 
closed for the Christmas holiday. 
After Sunday masses parishioners can also pick up a cal-
endar from one of  the volunteers in the church vestibule 
as long as they last. Thank you Beck’s!

Frequently Requested Numbers
Boy Scouts: Dennis Halpin (206) 365-1971
Knights of  Columbus: Greg Insley (206) 271-4599
St. Vincent de Paul Helpline: (206) 767-6449
Queen of  Heaven Guild: Sylvia Ebert (206) 419-3115
Funeral Volunteers: Gini Harmon (206) 364-6834
Marriage Help: Retrouvaille (206) 706-2608
Holyrood Cemetary: (206) 363-8404
Beck’s Funeral Home: (425) 771-1234
Harvey Funeral Home: (206) 632-0100
Marian Caskets: (206) 463-6245
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Knights of  Columbus Fr. Theodore P. Sullivan Council 11217  

The Knights of  Columbus invites St. Mark Parish to participate in the  
Consecration to the Holy Family 

Preparation Saturday, December 26th 
Consecration Sunday, December 27th   

Novena Runs Through Monday, January 4th 

Before praying the Consecration to the Holy Family: 

 Discuss the importance of this consecration as a family. 

 Encourage family members to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation regularly. 

 As a family, be intentional about fasting. As our physical bodies are drawn to things of the world, it is 

strongly encouraged to abstain from something that you normally do or consume. Fasting helps to 

discipline our minds and hearts to refrain from secular activities and be more focused on God. 

 Prepare for the commitment you are making. Consecration to the Holy Family is not a single event. 

You have chosen a way of life for your family. You and your family are consciously choosing to be a 

beacon of light of God’s love through His church.  

(See prayer next page) 



 

Consecration to the Holy Family Prayer: 
 

Lord Jesus, 
you lived in the home of  Mary and Joseph in Nazareth. 

There you grew in age, wisdom and grace 
as you prepared to fulfill your mission 

as our Redeemer. 
We entrust our family to you. 

 
Blessed Mary, 

you are the Mother of  our Savior. 
At Nazareth you cared for Jesus 

and nurtured him in the peace and joy of  your home. 
We entrust our family to you. 

 
Saint Joseph, 

you provided a secure and loving home for Jesus and Mary, 
and gave us a model of  fatherhood 

while showing us the dignity of  work. 
We entrust our family to you. 

 
Holy Family, 

we consecrate ourselves and our family to you. 
May we be completely united 

in a love that is lasting, faithful 
and open to the gift of  new life. 

Help us to grow in virtue, 
to forgive one another from our hearts, 

and to live in peace all our days. 
Keep us strong in faith, persevering in prayer, 

diligent in our work, and generous toward those in need. 
May our home, O Holy Family, 
truly become a domestic church 

where we reflect your example in our daily life. Amen. 
 
 
 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us! 
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ARCHIE’S
PLUMBING
SERVICE

206-364-8401
COMPLETE PLUMBING

WATERHEATER - REMODELS 
Parishioner Since 1962 • Senior Citizen Discount

(425) 771-1234
405 5th Ave. S. Edmonds

Trusted Funeral and 
Cremation Professionals

Renew tabs quickly online @
Tabs4You.com or 

KuntharaAutoLicense.com
You can buy tabs from any agency 

no matter where you live!
Tabs are mailed the same business day!

14920 Hwy 99, Ste. 120
Lynnwood, WA 98087

425-742-0621 • STM Parishioner

Kunthara Auto License
Serving the Greater Seattle area for over 25 years

Serving Catholic Families
since 1928

Thomas Harvey
(206) 632-0100
harveyfuneral.com

Gentle Professional Care

FAMILY DENTISTRY
19718 68th Ave W  #G
Lynnwood, WA 98036

Parishioner              425-778-6677

JOSEPH S. VAN MIEGHEM, D.D.S.

*100,000 Satisfied Customers

206-783-4129
425-455-1310

“The Plumber 
People Recommend”

www.fischerplumbing.com 40 Years of Integrity and Skill

"A PLACE TO FEED THE SOUL"

KIRKLAND 425.825.8222 � KENT 253.520.0695 
www.AlleluiaCatholicStore.Com

Service and New Efficient Systems

www.fischerheating.com

206-783-1190
425-974-1003

Guaranteed work!  
“Ask your neighbor!” 
40 Years of Integrity & Skill

425-771-3515
www.HaiderConstruction.com

ROOFING l REMODELING l DECKING

Leo Van HoLLebeke

(206) 427-2424 |  leo@soldbyleo.com
www.SOLDbyLeo.com

aSk Me.

Do you have questions 
about real estate?

St. Mark Parishioner

(206) 362-7447 • www.seagym.com

Classes•Camps•Indoor Playground

Use your phone camera
to read the QR code to 
learn more about me
and my real estate 

“Happy clients are referring clients!”

Assisting Home 
Buyers and Sellers

Realtor since 2000
St. Mark Parishioner since 2009

Seattle University alum 1984

Paul M. Sundberg
425.275.6359

paulsundberg@cbbain.com

Use your phone camera 
to read the QR code to 
learn more about me 
and my real estate   

“Happy clients are referring clients!”

Assisting Home 
Buyers and Sellers

Realtor since 2000
St. Mark Parishioner since 2009

Seattle University alum 1984

Paul M. Sundberg
425.275.6359

paulsundberg@cbbain.com

Use your phone camera
to read the QR code to 
learn more about me
and my real estate 

“Happy clients are referring clients!”

Assisting Home 
Buyers and Sellers

Realtor since 2000
St. Mark Parishioner since 2009

Seattle University alum 1984

Paul M. Sundberg
425.275.6359

paulsundberg@cbbain.com

Use your phone camera
to read the QR code to 
learn more about me
and my real estate 

“Happy clients are referring clients!”

Assisting Home 
Buyers and Sellers

Realtor since 2000
St. Mark Parishioner since 2009

Seattle University alum 1984

Paul M. Sundberg
425.275.6359

paulsundberg@cbbain.com

“Happy clients are referring clients!”
Assisting Home Buyers and Sellers

Paul M. Sundberg
425.275.6359

paulsundberg@ccbain.com
PaulSundberg.coldwellbankerbain.com

Realtor since 2000
St. Mark Parishioner since 2009

Seattle University Alum 1984

Since 1961 Family Owned

206-363-8797
www.bulgerlock.com

Ballet, Hip Hop, Jazz, Tap & more

Adults, Teens, Kids
Wedgwood	 Magnolia
Greenwood	 Shoreline

Pizza, Pasta & Ribs

Plus other yummy

delectables at our

Family Friendly

Neighborhood Restaurant 

21110 76th Ave W

Edmonds

425.771.7955

romeosedmonds.com

Enjoy

AUTO REPAIR SERVICES

WHY CHOOSE US?
• Best Materials
• Every Job is Personal

• Professional Standards

1211 NE 175th St. • 206-361-2641

  Taqueria ToñitaTaqueria Toñita
Tacos,quesadillas, burritos, tortas,Tacos,quesadillas, burritos, tortas,
Carne Asada , Chile Relleno & More!Carne Asada , Chile Relleno & More!

Take-Out 10:00am-6:00pm  Mon-Sat.Take-Out 10:00am-6:00pm  Mon-Sat.

Call: #206-966-0923 (Order)Call: #206-966-0923 (Order)
6827 Bothell Way NE (Order & P/U)6827 Bothell Way NE (Order & P/U)


